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Overview of Activities for April

Whitin Middle School PTO Monthly Meeting on April 1

Whitin School Monthly Faculty Meeting on April 6

Whitin School Council Meeting at 1:00PM on April 9

District Wide Choral Concert on April 15

Grade 5 Southwick Zoo Assembly on April 16

Grade 5 Trip to Blackstone Valley Movie theater to see Earth on April 30

Subject/Course/Classroom Activities

Monthly Faculty Meeting: The monthly meeting for Whitin School faculty was held on
Monday, April 6. The faculty meeting agenda included attention to the following topics:
curriculum planning projects, MCAS testing, and report card timeline, and an update on the
budget. A copy of the complete faculty meeting agenda is attached.

District Wide Choral Concert: On Wednesday evening, April 15, 2009, the Whitin Middle
School Chorus and the Uxbridge High School Chorus joined together in song to present “A
Choral Extravaganza!” The Whitin Middle School, under the direction of Mrs. Jeanne Rapoza
and Mr. Robert Hammerton, performed first. The high school choir, under the direction of Mr.
Nick LaPete, concluded the concert. There were also featured performances by Shane Robinson
and Jacqueline Shaw. Shane, who was selected to participate in the Massachusetts Central
District Chorus, performed his audition piece, Caro Mio Ben. Jacqueline who was a CMass
Hero finalist played the piano and sang Falling Slowly for her selection. The students were
excited to perform together and see former classmates and the progress they have made singing
together over the years. Students in both choirs have been rehearsing after school since
December to prepare for this concert.

Grade 5 Zoo Mobile: The fifth grade class invited the Zoo Mobile to present on April 16" -
special thanks to the sponsorship of the PTO. The Zoo Mobile is the Southwick’s Zoo traveling
exhibit. The students were able to learn about the habitats, adaptations, and instincts of various
rare mammals, amphibians, and reptiles. The class participated in the event by viewing and
touching the animals, along with a question and answer segment at the end. The event was sure a
walk on the wild side!

Spring 2009 MCAS: Whitin Middle School students participated in the first of two rounds of
spring MCAS testing. Testing occurred from March, 30, 2009 — April 13, 2009. The focus areas
for this session were Reading Comprehension and English Language Arts Composition. The
second MCAS session will occur in May.




Whitin Drama Club: 60 students from grades 5,6,7,8 are performing a musical titled Lagooned.
Two performances are scheduled to be held on Friday May 15, 2009 at 3:00 and 7:00 P.M. The
tickets cost $5.00 each. In this maritime musical comedy, a sequel to our production Don't Rock
the Boat two years ago, a group of crazy castaways are shipwrecked in the middle of the South
Pacific. But this isn't any old atoll! It belongs to fantasy tours that create shipwrecks for wealthy
clients, complete with jungle drums and a tribe of restless natives! Add a band of homesick
pirates, a belching volcano that demands a bride, a Robinson Crusoe refugee who's ravenous for
cheese and top-secret naval U.S. plans to use the island for target practice, and the hilarity
explodes. The ten tunes in this tropical-pop musical will keep you island hopping! Don't miss it!

Grade 8 End of Year Activities: The spring semester is a busy and exciting time for grade 8
students and their parents. Important events and activities such as MCAS testing, planning for
high school, class trip, dinner dance, yearbook, grade 8 debates, and promotion night are
scheduled for the upcoming final weeks. Following is a calendar of upcoming activities for grade
8 students:

June 5 Grade 8 Class Trip to Six Flags New England Park
June 15 Dinner Dance at Arrow Head

June 16 Grade 8 Debate

June 18 Grade 8 Promotion Night Ceremony

Copies of parent newsletters relating to grade 8 activities are attached for your review.

PTO Reports and Parent Information

PTO Monthly Meeting: Whitin School PTO held its monthly meeting on Wednesday, April 1,
2009 at 6:30PM in the school library. A group of parents have been attending PTO monthly
meetings. Copies of PTO meeting agenda and monthly Parent Newsletter are attached for your
review.

Upcoming Events:

May 4-8 Teacher Appreciation Week

May 6 School Council Meeting

May 6 PTO Meeting

May 8 Curriculum %2 Day

May 11-28 MCAS Testing Grades 5-8

May 15 Whitin Drama Production 3:00 and 7:00

May 20 Grade 6 Science Fair Expo

May 22 Flying Squadron

May 25 Whitin Band Marches in Memorial Day Parade

May 29 Great East Competition
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To: Whitin Staff

From: Mr. Farrar & Ms. Puliafico

Re: Faculty Meeting

Faculty Meeting Agenda for April 6, 2009

e District Update: Dr. Boyaj
e  Superintendent Search
e Attendance
e PTO News: Whitin Sign
e ELA MCAS Procedures for Collection
e May MCAS
0 Schedule
o0 Special Ed. Groupings
e Report Cards Timeline
o0 Enter Grades by Wednesday, April 8
0 Report Cards: April 13
e Crisis Team Update

e School Improvement Plan Update: C. Martellio

e Upcoming Events

o April 10 No School

o April 15 District Choral Concert 7PM @UHS
o April 16 Z00o Mobile 12:30 in Cafeteria

o April 20-24 April Vacation

o April 30 Grade 5 Field Trip



Whitin Middle School PTO Meeting
Wednesday, April 1, 2009
6:30pm in the Whitin Library

Agenda

< Review March Meeting Minutes

“» Review Treasurer's Report

% Calendar of Upcoming Events

<+ Whitin School news

< Update on Superintendent’s Gala

<+ Update Cookie Dough

<+ Box Tops Update

< Spirit Wear Update

< 6rade 8 Class End of Year Activities
%+ Plans for Teacher Appreciation Week (May 4-8)
%+ Plans for Grade 4 Move Up Day

< PTO Expo. Update

» Popcorn Machine Update

% School Sign Update

“» New Business



Whitin Middle School PTO
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, March 4, 2009

Attendance

Sue Bell, Deb Blackburn, Andrea Consoletti, Cay DenHerder, Laura Derderian,

Ron Farrar, Nancy Hanson, Nancy Lemire, Linda Page, Michaelle Phillips, Sue Pickering, Amy
Puliafico, Kim Rexford, Lisa Rooney, Moe Stewart, Tracy Wagher

Review of Meeting Minutes from February 4, 2009

Minutes from February meeting were accepted as written.
Treasurer's Report

The treasurer's report was accepted with a balance of $39,898.56.

Calendar of Upcoming Events

3/4 BVT interviews

3/6 Early Release 10:45/ Spirit Wear Day

3/7 PTO Night with the Sharks

3/9 High School Presentation for 8™ graders
3/10 Art Show- Jazz/Pasta Night 5:30pm

3/12 Open House for 8™ Grade Parents at High School
3/17 Staff Memorial Breakfast for Mrs. Esposito
3/20 Student/Faculty Basketball Game 2:30pm
3/25 Cookie Dough Pick-up

3/28 Superintendent's Gala

3/30 MCAS testing begins

3/31 Marks close

Whitin School News

5™ and 6™ Grade movie social was very successful. Will do it again.

Whitin is sending an edible arrangement to the High School and $200 is going to the Education
Foundation in memory of Dan.

6/1 7™ Grade field trip to MOS

6/2&3 Spring Concert

6/19 Tentative Last Day of School

8™ Grade Activities

5/29 Band Trip

6/5 Six Flags trip

6/15 Dinner Dance

6/18 tentative 8™ Grade Promotion Night

PTO Expo

4/1/09 in Marlborough. Start time at 9:00. PTO Today magazine is sponsoring it. A few people will
be going.

Teacher Appreciation

May4-May8, 2009. To be discussed at April Meeting.

Gala Update

6 tickets were purchased by the Whitin PTO to be raffled off to teachers and staff. The gala's
theme is "Party in Paradise” on 3/28 at Crystal Lake in No. Smithfield, RI.

New Business

Shaws program is changing to Neighborhood Rewards. Everyone must be registered. Valid on Tues.,
Wed., or Thurs. only.

We would like to purchase a popcorn machine for Whitin. Mark Francis, a parent who owns his own
business, is looking into prices for us.



There is a program that is starting at the school, Around the world in 180 days. A donation of
unused bank books is needed for this program.

Meeting adjourned at 7:18pm. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 1, 2009.
Submitted by, Tracy Wagner - Secretary
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NEWSLETTER FOR PARENTS OF GRADE 8 STUDENTS

The Spring Semester is an Important Time for Students and Parents

The spring semester is traditionally a busy and exciting time for our grade 8 students.
Important events and activities such as MCAS testing, planning for high school, class trip,
dinner dance, yearbook, and promotion are scheduled for the upcoming final weeks. This
special newsletter is intended to keep students and their parents informed about these varied
upcoming events.

Third Quarter Report Cards

The third quarter for Whitin students ended last week. Report cards have been sent home to
parents along with this newsletter. Parents/guardians are asked to sign the report card envelope
and return it to the student’s homeroom teacher as soon as possible.

“Tips for Success” for Grade 8 Students

The Principal will hold meetings with grade 8 students to offer suggestions relating to
schoolwork and to stress the importance of making good choices during the final weeks of this
school year. The enclosed copy of “Tips for Success” will be reviewed with all classes.
Hopefully, parents can take a moment to discuss this information with students.

Yearbook News

A committee of students is working hard to design the 2009 edition of the Whitin Middle School
Yearbook. Faculty members Michael Flanagan and Cathy Chauvin are serving as Yearbook
Advisors. Order forms for the 2009 Yearbook were recently given to students. A copy of the
Yearbook order form is attached for students who did not order a yearbook. The cost of our
school Yearbook is $20.00 — the deadline for ordering has been extended to Friday, May 15,
20009.

May MCAS Test Schedule for Grade 8

Grade 8 Mathematics

Thurs. May 14 Math Session 1 11:00-2:00 PM
Fri. May 15 Math Session 2 11:00-2:00 PM
Mon. May 18 Math Make-Up 11:00-2:00 PM
Grade 8 Science & Technology

Tues. May 19 Science Session 1 11:00-2:00 PM
Wed. May 20 Science Session 2 11:00-2:00 PM

Thurs. May 21 Science Make-Up 11:00-2:00 PM



Grade 8 Class Trip — Preliminary Information

This year’s Grade 8 Class Trip to Six Flags New England is scheduled for Friday, June 5. For
many people, there is one simple reason to go to an amusement park: the rides. Whitin School
students will find an even better reason to go: math and science. Students will spend Friday,
June 5™ at Six Flags where volunteer instructors will help them learn about physics and math.
To prepare for our trip, students will be expected to complete a course of study in science and
math classes that involves learning formulas and strategies for calculating specific events. Upon
completing these lessons successfully, the reward will be a visit to Science and Math Day at Six
Flags. Students will be given activity packets, and park instructors will provide lessons and
experiments geared especially for 8" graders. Students will be expected to record observations,
answer questions, and investigate different physical events throughout the day. This cross-
curricular activity should prove to be a positive learning experience for all of us.

Please note: Grade 8 students will be required to complete all trip related assignments in order to
participate on June 5™. Any student suspended from school may be excluded from the trip.

Grade 8 Dinner Dance

The annual Grade 8 Dinner Dance is scheduled to be held on Monday evening, June 15" at
Arrowhead Acres, 92 Aldrich St., Rt. 98 from 7:00-10:00P.M. This event represents the last
opportunity for 8" graders to meet socially as a class. The following preliminary information is
intended to help parents plan for this event.

The dinner dance is not a high school prom. Parents are asked to cooperate by keeping it simple.
Gowns, extravagant dresses, and tuxedos are too formal. Flowers are not necessary. Limousines
are not appropriate. The dinner dance is not planned as a couple’s event.

Students can have a good time. For boys, a shirt and tie or a collared shirt with slacks (no jeans)
is appropriate. For girls, dresses, skirts or dress slacks are good choices. Your cooperation and
support will be greatly appreciated.

Grade 8 Promotion Night Ceremony
Thursday Evening, June 18" in the Whitin Gym
Awards — Recognition — Promotion Certificates

Make Good Choices — Think Before You Act

On School Busses — In the Halls — In the Lunchroom
Avoid Teasing and Bullying — Attitude — Effort — Respect
Suspension Could Lead to Exclusion from Events

Additional Parent Newsletters that include detailed information about upcoming grade 8
activities will be sent home as plans for each event are finalized.

Ronald J. Farrar, Principal April 8, 2009



Tips for Success for Grade 8 Students During the Final Weeks

Schoolwork is Priority #1...

*Pay attention during classtime
*Complete homework assignments
*Plan for study time each day
*Prepare for tests and quizzes

Make Good Choices: Stop-Think-Act...

*You have choices

*Choices have conseguences
*Some are positive

*Some are negative

*Some will affect you

*Use your school time wisely
*Plan to do your best on MCAS
*Practice a “can-do” attitude
*Get extra-help if you need it

*Some will affect others
*Some will happen now
*Some will happen later
*Some will change the future
*Think before you choose

Making Good Choices is Especially Important...

*On school busses
*In the hallways

*During lunchtime
*At dismissal time

Upcoming Events for Grade 8...

*To avoid teasing and bullying
*When using the internet
*When meeting deadlines
*Every other time

May Deadline for Ordering School Yearbook (May 15™
May MCAS Testing Schedule (May 19-21 & May 22-28)
May Grade 8 Class Trip to Six Flags Park (June 5™)
June Dinner Dance on June 15" Location TBA

June Grade 8 Debates on June 16"

June Promotion Ceremony on June 18" in Whitin School Gym
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HONOR ROLL
3"P QUARTER
2008-2009

Grade 8 High Honors
Lindsey Centrella, Mark DeVries, Gregory Ensom, Caitlin Francis, Kevin Gurney, Christopher Kelly,
Wade O’Neil, Collin Proehl, Andrew Reardon, Mikaela Shanley, Marc Tetreault Jr., Abigail White

Grade 8 Honors

Jordan Abbott, Tyler Amour, Baron Apple, Ashley Arsenault, Amanda Ballou, Jesse Barton, Katerina
Batchelder, Adrianna Belanger, Brandon Bish, Seth Blackburn, William Bodell, Dakota Bosma, Timothy
Bouchard, Barbara Brandel, Thomas Bullock, Luke Burgess, Scott Caffrey, Emily Cahill, Anna
Ceramicoli, Kerri Chamberlain, Ryan Clifford, Jennifer Cogliandro, Danielle Combs, Colleen Conde,
Jack Cone, Paige Consoletti, Dezerae Corley-Tinio, Olivia Cormier, Bradley Couture, Michael Croshby,
Andrew Dabney, Cameron Dailey, Amanda DiLuca, Brendan Downs, Jillian Ebbeling, Erika Ethier,
Meghan Ferschke, Cameron Fiorentino, Joseph FitzGerald, Erin Flood, Derek French, Autumn Gentzler,
Mitchell Goldman, Seth Gordon, Jeffrey Graveson, Edward Greene, Daniel Haines, Jake Hession,
Mickayla Holt, Kayla Jenkins, Nicole Jolicoeur, Ashley Kearnan, Dakota Krouner, John Lamanuzzi,
Cody Lamson, Richard Lanoue 111, Paige Lavallee, Savanna Lawrence, Amanda LeBlanc, Andrew Legg,
Savana Lesperance, Janessa Little, Debora Lopes, Rachel Lozeau, Stephanie Lozeau, Nicole Lucciarini,
Emily Lund, Christopher Mannka, Bruce Marchand, Christopher Martin, Matthew McCall, Christine
Miller, Holly Noel, Michelle Paquette, Courtney Pavlis, Kyle Perry, Paul Peso, Joseph Petrillo, Alicia
Phillips, Samantha Powers, Fernando Pugleasa, William Robbins, Jonathan Robert, David Roxo, Kiernan
Sanders, Michelle Seagrave, Drew Simpson, Thomas Taylor, Allison VanFechtmann, Nicole Venditti,
Hailey Venner, Justin Vieira, Alycia Wagner, Krystal Waters, Taylor Westling

Grade 7 High Honors

Laurelyn Anderson, Andrew Callahan, James Connors, Luke Higgins, Lucas Hogan, Daniel Lemire,
Mickaela Lussier, Luke Maloney, Tyler Normandin, Mitchell Page, Courtney Robers, Alyssa Rota,
Abigail Sawyer, Nicole Sherlock, Julia Turgeon, Carey Twymen

Grade 7 Honors

Joseph Adamson, Antonio Bassil, Kevin Benjamin, Devin Borjeson-Troupe, Mary Boucher, Reid Boutin,
Mitchell Braga, Courtney Britt, Benjamin Brule, Rachael Cardarelli, Demetrius Chokshi-Fox, Kayla
Clinton, Thomas Cohen, Ryan Conrad, Tarah Corcoran, Elijah Core, Katherine Cota, Jack Coyne,
Thomas Crudele, Madeleine Cullen, Carly D’ Amato, Rachel Demrest, Luke Derderian, Domenic
DiBattista, Julia Dion, Christopher Ferrick, Thomas Flagg, Bryce Fournier, Martina Ghobrial, Adrian
Gilbert, Michaela Giroux, Kaci Grander, Matthew Hamel, Verity Hirsch, Hannah Holbrook, Alexandra
Jameson, Kerri Jones, Mark Jordan, Jonathan Klos, Brielle Lafreniere, Mikayla LaL iberte, Joshua
Lavigne, Alyson Levasseur, Jacqueline Loach, Theresa Loell, Mariah Lombard, Victoria Luccio,
Katherine MacDonnell, Ricky Machado-Grimes, Shawn MacNeill, Patrick Malone, Veronica Mattson,
Julia Moore, Mary Morcos, Lyndsey Nolan, Sean Nolan, Ryan Nulty, Amy Oleksyk, Courtney Pepin,
Jacob Peters, Katlyn Peters, Barret Petherick, Gina Petrillo, Nicholas Petrillo, Brady Phillips, Olivia
Preservati, Devin Rolandelli, Andrew Ross, Marissa Rousseau, Kristina Sefakis, Jacob Simmons,
Chrystina Smith, Seleste Stahmer, Jared Steward, Melissa Taylor, Victoria Thanthavongsa, Gilliam
Toomey, Tyler Trahan, Jacqueline Tysen, Molly Wallace, Katherine Wills, Samatha Wise, Kelsey
Wojnowski, Amber Yaroshefski




Grade 6 Honors

Anthony Abate, Carly Alden, Amanda Alves, Pooja Amin, Abishek Arokiadoss, Julia Baker, Cody
Ballou, Bailey Bean, Alexis Berlinguet, Daniella Birri, Jacob Bodel, Travis Brown, James Caffrey,
Abigail Centrella, Samantha Chamberlain, Vincent Cifizzari, Kyle Clark, Emily Cole, Patrick Cole,
Jordan Cornell, Joshua Cournoyer, Nicholas Coutu, Miranda Cox, Michael Cyr, Connor Dailey, Samuel
Danis, Elizabeth Davidson, Christopher Desautels, Victoria Desplaines, Anna DuBois, Rebecca
Dubovsky, Owen Dugan, Lilli Ebbeling, Matthew Ferrara, Colin Fiorentino, Jessica FitzGerald, Cameron
Gallagher, Kasey-Lee Gariepy, Brittany Genest, Sandra Ghobrial, Thalia Gilbert, Daniel Gniadek, Daniel
Haynes, Katherine Holt, Nicholas Horne, Baron Horwath, Jerette Hughes, John Hyland, Danielle
Jolicoeur, Amber Jones, Lacie Kraich, Kaitlin Kraus, Zoe Krouner, Alexander Kuros, Daniel Lanoue,
Marta Leitao, David Lozeau, Osvaldo Luna, Sophie Makowski, Elizabeth Maloney, Jessica Maloney,
Ryan Manz, Emily Melo-Coppinger, Brianna Morais, Melissa Morton, Jocelyn O’Brien, Emily Pascucci,
Andrew Perry, Justin Pickering, Catarina Pilotte, Sabrina Prince, Stefania Prosser, Naomi Racicot, Adam
Rielly, Claudia Daniella Rodas, Claudia Patricia Rodas, Mikayla Rooney, Jacob Rota, Jennifer Roy,
William Russell, Megan Salemi, Mackenzie Schultzberg, Tara Seeley, Kyle Semle, Kamaldeep Sidhu,
Brandon Silbor, Erik Silveira, Katherine Skerry, lan St. Pierre, Abigail Storey, Jake Taparausky, Nicholas
Taparausky, Alexandra Teare, Timothy Tetreault, Lindsey Thiebault, Michael Tominsky, Melissa Truett,
Mackenzie VanLingen, Alexandra VanLoon, Sydney Volpe, Branden Wagar, Courtney Walker, Kaitlyn
Waters, Jason Westling, Tyler Wilcon, Alexandra Wojnowski, Pierce Wrona.

Grade 5 Honors

Drew Abbott, Sofia Alves, Brooklyn Anderson, Kieza Anderson, Paige Anderson, David Auclair,
Nicholas Aufiero, Antaya Bathgate, Samantha Beaudet, Joshua Bell, Rachel Bergeron, Alexander Bianco,
Corrine Bianco, Olivia Bianco, Brett Bibeault, Jesse Bonati, Courtney Bond, Olivia Brochu, Jacqueline
Caffarelli, Margaret Calvo, Hannah Clark, Madison Clement, Abigail Cote, Allison Cotter, Timothy
Cotter, Sean Creighton, Nicholas D’ Amato, Zachary Dagle, Zachary Dumais, Tyler Durran, Makenzi
Ethier-Poliquin, Randi Fournier, Amanda Gentzler, Emma Gilchrist, Dannielle Giroux, Austin Gonya,
Ally Gordon, Melanie Goss, Kassidy Granger, Jesse Hanscom, Lyndsey Hebert, Micheala Hillier, Jacob
Irving, Erin Kalousdian, Emily Keeler, Cailee King, Emily King, Patrick Klos, Alexandros
Koutroumanos, Jessica Lam, Ellie Lapan, Taylor Lennox, Sara Lesack, Sophie Lynch, Michael Lyons,
Brian MacDougall, Zackary Mages, Brittney Matheson, Olyvia McGovern, Alicia Miller, Hailey Millette,
Kerry Monahan, Amanda Morin, Hannah Muggeo, Beau Nester, Emma Noel, Douglas O’Brien, Kaylee
Olson, Allyson Parabicoli, Christian Pasichny, Setu Patel, Marybeth Phillips, Lucas Pomeroy, Chelsea
Proehl, Ryan Pulicari, Michaela Randall, Sarah Reese, Cory Rexford, Daniel Rice, Ryan Riddell, Jared
Robert, Alexander Rosado, Emily Roxo, Rachel Roy, Brittany Ruis, Katherine Salzberg, Oliver Sawyer,
Evan Schwenderman, Nicholas Simmons, Elizabeth Simonds, Christophher Staruk, Cameron Stewart,
Jocelyn Stokowski, Kyle Suchanek, Cameron Sullivan, Jon Sylvia, Marguerite Tammaro, Ethan Toomey,
Devin Travaline, Thomas Travaline, Casey Veinotte, Allie Volpe, Hunter Walker, Sharon Wallace,
Taylor Walsh, Matthew Warren, Brent Whitlock, Meghan Wills, Maura Wilson, Jacob Winner, Brendon
Winters, Lukasz Wisniewski, Samuel Wojciechowski, Robert Wondolowski, Adam Wright, Jackson
Wright




WHITIN MIDDLE SCHOOL

May 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
Reading Time
9:15am
Girls Softball &
Boys Baseball at
Bellingham Middle
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Faculty Meeting | Cinco de Mayo Insurance % Day Curriculum
Teacher Library 2:30pm Meeting 2:15 Development
Appreciation % with Kelly Poulin Periods 5,6,7,8
Week Girls Softball &
Boys Baseballl at National National School Girls Softball &
Grafton Middle | Teacher's Day Nurse Day Boys Baseball vs.
School Bellingham Middle
School PTO Meeting
Committee 6:30 Library
Meeting UHS at
7:00
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Reading Time Armed Forces
Girls Softball & Girls Softball & 10:15am
Boys Baseball at Boys Baseball
Dudley VS. Drama Club Play
Northbridge 3pm & 7pm
Middle
Girls Softball &
Boys Baseball at
Charlton Middle
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Gr. 5&6 8:30- Reading Time
School Spirit Girls Softball & | Science Fair 9:30 1:15pm
Week Boys Baseball at 6-8pm Underwater
Miscoe Hill Presentation in | Flying Squadron
Gym Girls Softball &
Boys Baseball vs.
Girls Softball & Charlton
Boys Baseball
VS.
Leicester Middle
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
No School Reading Time
8:15am
Band Trip to
Six Flags
31




